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MECCS Hosts Its Sixth Annual Powwow
With 10 drum groups and over 50 dancers getting tuned
up for the big summer powwows, MECCS was, once
again, pleased to be able to host our sixth annual
traditional powwow.
While head male dancer and MECCS alumnus Marty
House brought in the eagle staff, MC Elmer Rattlesnake
of Mountain Cree Camp did a great job of keeping the
drums going and people’s feet moving. Arena Director
Craig Lewis handled the needs of dancers and guests
needs with precision. Elders Melvin Nadeau and
Elizabeth Roan asked for blessings on our day, and we
were graced with dancing performances by a number of
our students as well as others from the Paul First Nation
community and beyond.
This year, we were pleased to be able to welcome our
group of exchange students from Glen Orchard School
in Port Carling, Ontario, introducing many of them to
the powwow tradition. It was our honour to present them
with a blanket on behalf of the school community and as
MECCS

Isabelle Bird and Trysten Jourdain.
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a memento of their time here. We were also honoured to
host local MLA Erin Babcock, Alberta Education
representatives Garret Doll and Abinash Mishra,
students from the Grant MacEwan Social Work
program, and guests from Child and Family Services.
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Above: One of the many drum groups at MECCS.
PHOTO BY CANDICE AMBER
Right: Storm Mackinaw in full powwow dance regalia.
PHOTO BY ERIN DANFORTH
Far right: Tuskonne Blais, a former MECCS student.
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A crowd pleaser was the crowning of our Princess and
Warrior. We had many fine candidates vying for the
Princess crown, but grade 1 student Sophia Burnstick was
the winner. Sophia has travelled to many powwows in her
short life; she was dancing with her family before she
could walk! This year’s Warrior, Murray Bull, has been a
student at Mother Earth since kindergarten and has
attempted to secure the title since then. It’s been exciting
to see all of Murray’s hard work finally pay off.
We’re all so proud to have these two represent MECCS at
this summer’s powwows all across western Canada.
Kindergarten artwork.

PHOTO BY ERIN DANFORTH

Left: Tyson Bluebird.
Centre: Jayden Lewis.
Right: Teanna Paskemin.
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The group at Pyramid Lake.
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Experiences Canada 2016 Exchange Trip:
Adventures and Friendships in Alberta
Imagine being in grade 7, 8 or 9 and stepping out of your comfort zone
by getting on a plane for the first time, staying with strangers or
exploring a big city. How many of us could say that we have done that
willingly as adults, let alone when we were in junior high school?
That is the challenge that our students undertook as part of the
Experiences Canada exchange program. For one week, our students
welcomed a group from Port Carling, Ontario, and hosted them as
together we learned about what makes Alberta so unique.
We took in a powwow, and learned about Edmonton’s history and how
the fur trade affected the development of the city at Fort Edmonton
Park. We toured the Rocky Mountains while students hiked to the
summit of Whistler’s Mountain in Jasper National Park. And yes, we
even explored the vast jungle of West Edmonton Mall.
Even though these activities were planned with our guests in mind, our
own students learned just as much as our visitors from Ontario. When
you see something through someone else’s eyes, it is as though you are
seeing it for the first time. Many of our students have been to these
landmarks more than once, but when they introduced them to our guests
they found new ways to appreciate them.
The oohs and ahhs as the bus drew closer to the mountains brought
smiles to our students’ faces as they realized just how special that
moment was.
MECCS

Jasper the Bear and Gerry Reisenberg.
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Above: The group at Fort Edmonton Park.
Left: Students riding up the mountain on the Jasper Tramway.
Far left: Visiting with Jasper the Bear at the Tramway.
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Experiences Canada 2016 Exchange Trip:
Adventures and Friendships in Ontario
Where does an hour-long bus ride, a four-hour flight and
another two-hour bus ride take you? We took 20 students from
our little corner of the world all the way to Port Carling,
Ontario, in the heart of that province’s cottage country. MECCS
students spent a week getting to know their “twins,” cruising
the beautiful lakes and waterways, and experiencing the sights
of Toronto.

Every	
  single	
  one	
  
of	
  our	
  students	
  
overcame	
  their	
  
ji\ers!

More than just the physical
differences between Alberta and
Ontario, this experience allowed
our students to experience life
in another community for a
week.

Our hosts showed us the beauty
of the Muskoka region, where
the lakes carved out of the pre-Cambrian rock of the Canadian
Shield roll past cottages nestled among the maple trees.
Our students tested their bravery at a high-ropes course where
they trekked through the tree tops and had to trust themselves
and their equipment. They started the day with more than a little
fear, but every single one of them overcame their jitters and
made it up on to the course!
Shelby Bull, Serenity Bird

They spent a morning at a traditional and Crystal Thomas at
Mohawk longhouse, learning about Canada’s Wonderland.
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Left: Ontario and Alberta students
treetop trekking at Horseshoe Resort.
Above: Jerry Saulteaux, Jr., having a
fantastic treetop adventure.
Right, top: Zaida McLean.
Right, bottom: Juliette O’Donnell
(from Ontario) and Amber Anderson.

the Great Law of Peace and finding some common ground. After an afternoon out on
Lake Muskoka on an historic steamship, the students spent a day with their host
families. They were treated to trips out on one of the many local lakes, to the movies
or out for some shopping and relaxing.
The Hall family, a Port Carling fixture, hosted a potluck dinner and the students
spent the evening swimming, playing
volleyball, and just visiting and connecting
with their new friends.
We finished up the exchange with a
whirlwind visit to Toronto, taking in
Canada’s Wonderland, the Hockey Hall of
Fame and lunch at the top of the CN Tower.
We topped it all off with a Blue Jays game.
We had more than one host parent confessing
that they were going to really miss our kids.
They had nothing but great things to say
about our students. We couldn’t be more
Crystal Thomas, Zaida McLean, Neil Adams and
Amber Anderson enjoying Canada’s Wonderland.
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Alberta and Ontario friends going out for dinner together.

Above: Trevez Bird and Storm Mackinaw at a Jays game.
Left: River Rain-Kootenay, brand-new Blue Jays fan.
Far left: Nakoda Paul testing out his goalie skills at the
Hockey Hall of Fame.

proud of each and every one of
them. The connections they made
with their host families were
remarkably strong and when it was
finally time to say goodbye, there
were hugs and tears.
Exchanges like this really bring a
richness to a student’s educational
experience. They allow children to
have an opportunity to travel, but
more than that they provide a
chance to live a different life, if
only for a short time.
On the dock at Lake Muskoka following a
trip on the steamship Segwun.
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